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Dorothy Baker : Young Man with aHorn (New York Review Books Classics) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Y oung Man with aHorn (New Y ork Review Books
Classics):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Dorothy Baker manages to do with words what her fictional ...By
Nina HandlerDorothy Baker manages to do with words what her fictional character Rick Martin does with atrumpet.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007B2FSZ2

The very writing itself is evocative of jazz. The plot is minimal and there are no surprises; the Prologue laysit al out
beforehand. But this book makes you feel the way musicians must feel about the music they play, and that's quite a
feat.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Like reading ice chipsBy Carrie in HollandThe story is so
sparsely written, it reminds us of how subtlety used to be an art form. Written in 1938, by Dorothy Baker inspired by
thelife of Bix Beiderbecke, the jazz cornetist, the story is gripping from start to finish. How art and the total control it
takes of a person leads to the end.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A marked manBy Bluein
Washingtonin this fictional biography of a brilliant young musician, modeled on the tragic jazz pianist/trumpeter Bix
Beiderbecke, one of the secondary characters refersto the protagonist, Rick Martin, as a marked man. Marked by
genius but also marked for tragedy. Suggests that the geniuses of the world are all obliged to pay for their giftsin some
painful way.Author Dorothy Baker doesn't speculate about her lead character's demise--and not a word about Bix
Beiderbecke's fate. But somehow her beautifully laid out saga of Rick Martin's life, which takes him from alonely and
unpromising childhood in the early 1900s to success after success in the years that follow seemsto be leading to a
mighty fall. Along the way, the reader learns alot about jazz, the life of musicians, and most especially about race
relationsin the first part of the 20th Century.The novel isfull of wonderful characters and some of the clearest and
most enjoyable prose anywhere. A great read that will make you want to try other books by this author.

Rick Martin loved music and the music loved him. He could pick up atune so quickly that it didnrsquo;t matter to the
Cotton Club boss that he was underage, or to the guysin the band that he was just awhite kid. He started out in the
slums of LA with nothing, and he ended up on top of the game in the speakeasies and nightclubs of New Y ork. But
while talent and drive are al you need to make it in music, they arenrsquo;t enough to make it through alife. Dorothy
Bakerrsquo;s Y oung Man with aHorn iswidely regarded as the first jazz novel, and it pulses with the music that
defined an era. Baker took her inspiration from the artistrymdash;though not the lifemdash;of legendary horn player
Bix Beiderbecke, and the novel went on to be adapted into a successful movie starring Kirk Douglas, Lauren Bacall,
and Doris Day.

Idguo;Y oung Man with aHorn is a great book, beautifully conceived and masterfully written. Thereislittle else that
can be said in praise of any book.rdquo; ndash; New Y ork Amsterdam News nbsp; ldquo; The Y oung Man with aHorn
isthe story of amusician, a swing trumpeter who lives only for the pounding rhythmsin his blood. Y et despiteits
subject matter, it is not the fragment of fervid impressionism that the jazz age used to produce; despite the
irrationalism of swing, the book itself is a clear-minded, informed, coldly rational study of a swing-addict.rdquo;
ndash; The New Y ork Timesldquo;Y oung Man with aHorn is practically perfect. You feel, and feel deeply, the
atmosphere Baker describes, the music Rick and his friends make, the fanatic devotion of artists who canrsguo;t take
their music or leave it but must take it and take it hard. Between the lines Baker somehow gets a great many true
things said about American life, its tempo, its elements of frustration, its unique and unquestioning
vitality.rdquo;nbsp;mdash;Clifton Fadiman, The New Y orker Idquo;l first read this book when | wastwelve. | loved it
because it did not condescend or sugarcoat. It took me inside the musicmdash;it made me want to find an instrument
and learn it.rdgquo;nbsp;mdash; Jesse K ornbluthAbout the AuthorDorothy Baker (1907ndash;1968) was born in
Missoula, Montana, in 1907 and raised in California. After graduating from UCLA , she traveled in France, where she
began anovel and, in 1930, married the poet Howard Baker. The couple moved back to California, and Baker
completed an MA in French, later teaching at a private school. After having a few short stories published, she turned
to writing full time, despite, she would later claim, being ldquo;seriously hampered by an abject admiration for Ernest
Hemingway.rdquo; In 1938, she published Y oung Man with a Horn, which was awarded the prestigious Houghton
Mifflin Literary Fellowship Award. She received a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1942 and, the next year, published
Trio, anovel whose frank portrayal of alesbian relationship proved too scandalous for the times; Baker and her
husband adapted the novel asaplay in 1944, but it was quickly shut down because of protests. Her final novel,
Cassandra at the Wedding (also published as an NY RB Classic), examined the relationship between two exceptionally
close sisters, whom Howard Baker asserted were based on both Baker herself and the couplersquo;s two daughters.
Baker died in 1968 of cancer. Gary Giddins was the jazz critic for The Village V oice, where his column
Idquo;Westher Birdrdquo; ran for thirty years, and is presently director of the Leon Levy Center for Biography at the
Graduate Center of the City University of New Y ork. He has contributed articles about music and moviesto The New
York Times, The New Y orker, The Atlantic, The Nation, Esquire, The New Y ork Sun, and Vanity Fair, anong others.
He has written twelve books, including Visions of Jazz, which won the National Book Ciritics Circle Awardnbsp;in
1998, and Bing Crosby: A Pocketful of Dreams. His most recent book is Warning Shadows. Home Alone with Classic
Cinema.



