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Timothy E. Wise : Yodeling and Meaning in American Music (American Made Music Series)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Yodeling and Meaning in American 
Music (American Made Music Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Jodellehre ist bullyBy doug wiseA clearly-written history of the 
provenance of yodeling, its incorporation into a wide range of music-making in 19th century America, and its decline 
into a joke in modern American culture. Wise describes the physiology and acoustics of yodeling and isolates the 
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elementary 'yodeleme.' With this element in hand he goes on to identify three 'species' of yodeling. With reference to 
this taxonomy he proceeds to recount -- with telling details and anecdotes -- the history of yodeling and its meanings 
in American music. A very lively and informative history. Readers will enrich their experience by accessing the cited 
recordings on YouTube. The virtuosity of the DeZurik sisters is not to be missed.

Timothy E. Wise presents the first book to focus specifically on the musical content of yodeling in our culture. He 
shows that yodeling serves an aesthetic function in musical texts. A series of chronological chapters analyzes this 
musical tradition from its earliest appearances in Europe to its incorporation into a range of American genres and 
beyond. Wise posits the reasons for yodelingrsquo;s changing status in our music. How and why was yodeling 
introduced into professional music making in the first place? What purposes has it served in musical texts? Why was it 
expunged from classical music? Why did it attach to some popular music genres and not others? Why does yodeling 
now appear principally at the margins of mainstream tastes?To answer such questions, Wise applies the perspectives 
of critical musicology, semiotics, and cultural studies to the changing semantic associations of yodeling in an 
unexplored repertoire stretching from Beethoven to Zappa. This volume marks the first musicological and ideological 
analysis of this prominent but largely ignored feature of American musical life.Maintaining high scholarly standards 
but keeping the general reader in mind, the author examines yodeling in relation to ongoing cultural debates about 
singing, music as art, social class, and gender. Chapters devote attention to yodeling in nineteenth-century classical 
music, the nineteenth-century Alpine-themed song in America, the Americanization of the yodel, Jimmie Rodgers, and 
cowboy yodeling, among other topics.

ldquo;Yodeling and Meaning in American Music is essential reading for anyone who is inclined to dismiss yodeling as 
an amusing but harmless practice. Wise takes the yodel seriously and offers an authoritative and comprehensive study 
of its cultural history and the debates it has created among musical critics. The various categories of the yodel are 
examined, and the past role it has played in musical styles both popular and classical. Wise is right to claim that people 
are rarely ambivalent about the yodel, but they will find their understanding of the yodel and its social meanings 
transformed after reading this book.rdquo;?Derek B. Scott, author of Sounds of the Metropolis and Musical Style and 
Social MeaningAbout the AuthorTimothy E. Wise, Manchester, United Kingdom, was born and reared in Texas and is 
a senior lecturer in musicology at the University of Salford, England. A member of the International Association for 
the Study of Popular Music, he has published work in Radical Musicology, American Music, the Musical Quarterly, 
Popular Music, and the Journal of American Folklore. 


