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Bill Porter : Yellow River Odyssey before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Yellow River Odyssey:

9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Quick read about a bygone eraBy Prince RoyThisis an enjoyable
book by Bill Porter, better known by his pen name "Red Pine", describing his early 1990s journey along the length of
the Y ellow River, beginning from where it enters the seain Shandong to its source in Qinghai. As the pre-eminent
trandlator of classical Chinese in the disciplines of poetry, Buddhism and philosophy, he brings a vital and fascinating
perspective to histravels. | particularly enjoy how he makesit a point to seek out less well-known, but still highly
significant historical sites, of which even many Chinese are unaware.The China he depictsin the book has largely
vanished, but for anyone who spent much time in Chinain the 1990s, it will result in knowing nods of the head. He
writes in an uncomplicated, easy-going style--who knows, he may just be a Western incarnation of Xu Xiake (7?77?).
The accompanying photos are spectacular, and evoked fond memories of my own journeys to many of the same places
during the same period. His story ends rather abruptly, but the book was well worth the wait.0 of O people found the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00E257ZXO

following review helpful. Four StarsBy Robert J. Hamburgervery nice -a good read wish there was aindex1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. The style of Bill Porter is unsurpassed. Thisis...By Fred HonrineThe style
of Bill Porter isunsurpassed. Thisis my second book of histhat | have read. His knowledge of the history of China
makes all his books educational.

Bill Porter istheideal travel companion. His depth of knowledge of Chinese history and culture is unparalleled. His
wit is ever-present. And his keen eye for the telling detail consistently reminds us that Chinais not what you think it is.
Y ellow River Odyssey, already a best-seller in China, reveals a complex, fascinating, contradictory culture like never
before.

About the AuthorBill Porter: Bill Porter is an award-winning author and translator who uses the pen name Red Pine
for histrandations. He is considered one of the foremost tranglators of Chinese texts, especially Buddhist and Taoist
poetry and sutras. Porter was born in Los Angelesin 1943 and grew up in the Idaho Panhandle. After atour of duty in
the US Army, Porter graduated from the University of Californiawith a degree in anthropology, and attended graduate
school at Columbia University. However, he left academia, moved to Taiwan and joined a Buddhist monastery, where
he stayed for four years. After his stint in amonastery, Porter produced thousands of radio programs for stationsin
Taiwan and Hong Kong about histravelsin China.Porter's transl ation work includes major Buddhist texts such as The
Platform Sutra, The Diamond Sutra and The Heart Sutra as well as best-selling poetry collections Taoteching and
Collected Songs of Cold Mountain. He is also the author of Zen Baggage and Road to Heaven: Encounters with
Chinese Hermits. Porter livesin Port Townsend, Washington.



