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Andrew Dickson : Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespear €'s Globe before purchasing it in order to

gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's
Globe:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The Bard with a Thousand FacesBy NancyAdairBMy dad did not
understand why | had to read William Shakespeare. | was fourteen and reading Julius Caesar for English class. | was
lucky; my teacher had a Master's degree in English and explained all the jokes and helped us understand what we were
reading. Four years later he taught King Lear in World Literature class. | liked Shakespeare.Shakespeare's words


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B015CMBFCW

pervade our conversations and his stories are adapted into modern retellings. Consider King Lear, the inspiration for
AkiraKrosawa's film Ran and the novel A Thousand Acres by Jane Smiley. Or The Taming of the Shrew, the basis for
the musical Kiss Me Kate and the movies Ten Things | Hate About Y ou and John Wayne's McLintock! Bernstein's
musical West Side Story is an updated Romeo and Juliet. The Forbidden Planet sci-fi classic movieis based on The
Tempest.It is more amazing to know that Shakespeare has crossed bigger language barriers than archaic to modern
English. World's Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe follows Andrew Dickson on five trips across
world cultures to explore the legacy and reinvention of Shakespeare across cultures.Dickson went to Danzig, where
actors performed Shakespeare in the 16th ¢. We learn how German Romantic culture--and the Nazis-- claimed the
Bard astheir own, and how today German professional troupes perform more Shakespeare plays than in the

UK .Shakespeare's plays and the Bible were often the only books found in American pioneer homesteads. Traveling
actors performed his plays in mining camps. Henry Folger amassed the largest collection of Shakespeare Folios and
manuscriptsin the world, more than in England.Where ever Britain had colonies, they brought Shakespeare. His
stories have been reinvented for 150 filmsin IndialMy favorite journeys to read about were to South Africaand to
China.Dickson goes on a quest to learn about the Robben Island Bible, a cheap complete works that was passed among
the prisoners of the island penal colony. Thirty-six inmates inscribed their signatures in the book, including Nelson
Mandela. Mandela signed his name to the highlighted text from Julius Caesar " Cowards die many times before their
deaths; the valiant never taste of death but once..." Dickson also searches for Solomon Tshekisho Plaatj, ajournalist
and political activist who was the first to trandate Shakespeare into a African language. Dickson's journey into
contemporary South Africawhile researching translators from the Boer War and Apartheid eras is a fascinating
read.Shakespeare in Chinamay seem strange and doubtful. Tranglation issues alone are horrendous, plus the plays
were repressed during the Cultural Revolution. Amazingly Chinais experiencing a surge of interest in the Bard, with
so many traveling to Stratford-in-Avon in homage that the nearby airport has set up direct flights from Beijing. | was
very taken by the story of Zhu Shigiu whose life work was translating the plays. He lost his manuscripts three times,
starting over until he had finished 31 at the time of his death. Dickson discovers how the Cultural Revolution shut
down Much Ado About Nothing; twenty years later the original actors brought back the play, same scripts, same
costumes, same choreography.Dickson struggles with questions of what Shakespeare means: a bridge of shared
humanity, or afree-floating symbol whose ownership could be claimed?Read Dickson's blog here[...]1 received afree
ARC through NetGalley in exchange for afair and unbiased review.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
All the World's a StageBy Brian Lewisl feel like the title of my review would be a better title for the book than the
author's choice, which | honestly do not understand. The book describes the author's journeys around the world as
something like a Shakespeare groupie, attending numerous performances in every corner of the globe. | most enjoyed
his chapters of productionsin Poland, Germany and America,although | suspect part of the reason for that is that they
were the earliest in the book, and as the narrative proceeded, | found the book redundant. | hate to knock a book where
the author clearly made a serious and honest effort, but | just don't see who the reader isfor this. | would think it would
be of interest to a Shakespeare scholar, but | feel it istoo shallow to be taken seriously. And it istoo dense to be
considered alight read.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a sprig of rosary for a premierBy Hung-Tak
LeeDoes anybody know that the cornerstone of a statue of Shakespeare waslaid in New Y ork's Central Park in 1864
in the midst of the Civil War and that in June 2011 a Chinese premier debarked his plane not at Heathrow but at a
small airport near Birmingham to visit Stratford-upon-Avon, the birthplace of " Shashibiya'? If you don't, then this
comprehensive book by Dickson serves a best guide to you. This book, Around the Globe with Shakespeare, provides
a snapshot "current news" on how the world ISDOING ABOUT the Bard, but not on the depth and width of the
Bard's literary works.

A book about how Shakespeare became fascinated with the world, and how the world became fascinated with
ShakespeareRanging ambitiously across four continents and four hundred years, Worlds Elsewhere is an eye-opening
account of how Shakespeare went global. Seizing inspiration from the playwrightrsquo;s own fascination with travel,
foreignness, and distant worldsmdash;worlds Shakespeare never himself exploredmdash; Andrew Dickson takes us on
an extraordinary journey: from Hamlet performed by English actors tramping through the Baltic statesin the early
sixteen hundreds to the skyscrapers of twenty-first-century Beijing and Shanghai, where |dquo; Shashibiyardquo;
survived Maorsquo;s Cultural Revolution to become a revered Chinese author.En route, Dickson traces Nazi
Germanyrsguo;s strange love affair with, and attempted nationalization of, the Bard, and delves deep into the history
of Bollywood, where Shakespearean stories helped give birth to Indian cinema. In Johannesburg, we discover how
Shakespeare was enlisted in the fight to end apartheid. In nineteenth-century California, we encounter shoestring
performances of Richard I11 and Othello in the dusty mining camps and saloon bars of the Gold Rush.No other
writerrsquo;s work has been performed, translated, adapted, and altered in such aremarkable variety of cultures and
languages. Both a cultural history and aliterary travelogue, Worlds Elsewhere is an attempt to understand how
Shakespeare has become the international phenomenon he ismdash;and why.



"Dickson's journey of discovery is surely the book of the year for Shakespeareans and many others." ---Booklist
Starred About the AuthorAndrew Dickson is the author of The Rough Guide to Shakespeare and a contributor to The
New Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare. A former arts editor at the Guardian, he writes regularly for the paper
and appears as a presenter for the BBC and el sewhere.Coming soon...



