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Ellen F. Davis : Wondrous Depth: Preaching the Old Testament  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wondrous Depth: Preaching the Old Testament: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant, accessible and artfully written!By UnpretendingThrough 
her artful approach to this practical book, Ellen F. Davis is able to do exactly what she set out to do. With each stroke 
of her pen she dismantles the walls between exegesis and homiletics to reveal a diverse palette for preachers for 
proclamation. Rather than seeming to harp on ldquo;the old days were betterrdquo; mantra, she uses the past to offer a 
brilliant method for using all the tools available to share the Gospel of Jesus. This work has gone beyond an intriguing 
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concept to transforming my own preconceived ideas and opening up a whole new expanse of options for my future 
teaching.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. well worth the readingBy J. E. MynchenbergEllen Davis 
knows -- and clearly loves -- her Old Testament. As a pastor, I was delighted tby her thoughts and images as she 
unpacked the material. I'd recommend this book and any others she writes on the subject.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. A great find!By Jack M. Tench read by Joan TenchFresh, poignant insights; down to earth, 
reality based yet full of the mystery of God's love! I'm reading it slowly and taking notes. Joan Tench

Ellen Davis is concerned by what she calls a "shallow reading" of Scripture--a reading of what we think we already 
know instead of an attempt to dig deeper for new insights and revelations. Wondrous Depth is a collection of essays in 
which Davis argues for a more engaged reading of Scripture that opens the reader up to new knowledge and 
understanding. Davis also demonstrates that preaching and biblical interpretation are essentially related to one another 
in that it is essential for preachers to engage in thorough reading and interpretation of Scripture from the pulpit and to 
encourage their congregations to read the Bible with depth and sensitivity as well.

From the Back Cover"In this extraordinarily well-written book Ellen Davis calls for much more preaching on the Old 
Testament as Christian Scripture, and she "shows" rather than "tells" how to engage effectively in the practice of 
exegetical preaching. Along the way she also develops important theological insights about theoretical problems raised 
by the practice of preaching on the Old Testament: problems about the relevance to preaching of historical-critical 
study of the Bible, controversies over whether critical and pre-critical ways of reading Scripture can work together, 
and sensitive issues raised by Christians adopting as their own texts that are Judaismrsquo;s Scriptures. The passionate 
heart of this book is its persuasive advocacy of the critical importance to Christian faith and life of preaching on those 
astonishing, inexhaustibly rich, wondrously deep Old Testament texts." --David H. Kelsey, Yale Divinity School, 
author of Imagining Redemption This is a deeply exciting book. Not only for preachers, but for any reader of scripture, 
Ellen Davis opens up extraordinary biblical riches. She shows why it is worth spending time lovingly attending to 
every word, what we can learn from the moderns and the premoderns, and how superabundant the meaning of the 
Bible is. Then she demonstrates what she talks about in some superb sermons by past masters and by herself. --David 
F. Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity, University of Cambridge "Ellen Davis moves to wondrous depths in presenting 
a powerful premodern exegetical alternative to the scandal of shallow reading of the Scriptures. She invites preachers 
to rediscover the joy of the Old Testament as a source of wonder, astonishment and imaginative precision and in so 
doing she helps to restore theological reading of the Bible to its rightful place." --Paul Scott Wilson, Professor of 
Homiletics, Emmanuel College, University of Toronto "Ellen Davis writes with such beauty and precision, she would 
be an inspirationto the pulpit regardless of her subject. But when someone of her sensibilities,wisdom, and literary 
gifts takes on the topic of Old Testament preaching,preachers are doubly blessed. Reading this superb book is a 
commandperformance." --Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching, Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University. "Wondrous Depth is a brilliant synthesis of exegetical preaching, Old Testament preaching, and Anglican 
preaching at its best. It retrieves neglected forms of homiletical practice deeper than many that currently reach 
parishioners. It will expand the repertoire of contemporary preachers who seek to engage the intellect as well as the 
emotions of their hearers." --Ellen Charry, Associate Professor of Theology, Princeton Theological SeminaryAbout the 
AuthorEllen F. Davis is Amos Ragan Kearns Professor of Bible and Practical Theology at Duke University Divinity 
School in Durham, North Carolina. She is the author of Who Are You, My Daughter? Reading Ruth Through Image 
and Text; Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs and Getting Involved with God; and Imagination Shaped. 


