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Katori Hall : The Mountaintop (Modern Classics) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Mountaintop (Modern Classics):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Simply powerfulBy Summer Hill Sevenl recommend this play to
students of theatre, biography, historical fiction, Black theatre, American history, Black history, and scholars on Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. because it taps into something beautiful in imagining that Dr. King was not alone on that last
evening of hislife. Everything | hear the playwright talk about in connection with this play is usually about how she
wants to humanize Dr. King and yet she imagines that Dr. King actually does something that no other human being


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00U2KI8E8

has ever claimed - atelephone conversation with God in which God hangs up on Dr. King. Yesit isfunny - that isthe
point - yesit is powerful to hear Dr. King beg the Almighty for moretime - yesit is tragic to know that there was
likely the equivalent of some talk with God - the beauty isthat Ms. Katori Hall's true genius is to imagine that tragic
final experience of likely doubt, fear, etc., in away that still elevates the legend of Dr. King and yet elevates all of us
right along with him.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Play provides Important message for our
timesBy CustomerThisis a powerful play with an important message for our time: we all have the potential to be
change agents. I'd love to put on this play for my community. Unfortunately the too often used "f" word limits my
ability because | run asmall religious nonprofit. | completely understand the use of the word. And although | don't shy
from getting people out of their comfort zones, the repeated use of the word would be too much for my audience. Still
it isagreat and powerful work.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Dr. King's last night, reimagined.By
Christopher HendrixAn imaginative work of fantastical realism. A disarmingly unique rendering of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., coupled with engaging, natural dialogue.l think | appreciate Katori Hall's focus on King as an imperfect man
more than | enjoyed it. At times, | felt as though Hall was trying atick too hard, or with alack of subtlety, to bring
King down from his moral throne and put him even-keel with the rest of humanity. However flawed King's character,
we see aman with only good intentions, doing what he believes to be best not just for 'his people' (suffering and
oppressed African-Americans), but all people living within the confines of the United States of America. A wonderful
little blurb Hall added:King: Y ou smoke like aman.Camae: Y ou smoke like a fruit.King: Aww, Camae, don't use
those kinda words...Camae: What, you root for the fruits?King: Indeed | do. Alla God's children got wings.As the play
nearsits end, it rears back and thrusts at the audience (much like Dr. King's sermons), bombarding us with powerful,
constant rhetoric.Get this play. Whether you love or you hate it, you'd be hard-pressed to deny it's unigueness as a
work of atheatre, and especially it's unique rendering as a bold new work of art.

Exactly one year ago, | stood in that crumbling pulpit in Riverside and shouted that this war would be our own violent
undoing, freedom's suicide.. . . Well, I'll tell you, there weren't too many Amens that Sunday. But who is aman who
does not speak his mind? Heis not aman, but | am aman.The night before his assassination, King retires to room 306
in the now-famous Lorraine Motel after giving an acclaimed speech to a massive church congregation. When a
mysterious young maid visits him to deliver a cup of coffee, King isforced to confront his past and the future of his
people.Portraying rhetoric, hope and ideals of socia change, The Mountaintop also explores being human in the face
of inevitable death. The play isadramatic feat of daring originality, historical narration and triumphant compassion.
This Modern Classics edition of the play features aforeword by Michael Eric Dyson and an introduction by Faedra
Chatard Carpenter, Assistant Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studiesin Theatre, University of Maryland.

Idquo;Inventive and startlingly movingrdguo; The Timesldquo;Sometimes a play comes out of the blue and knocks
everyonefor six . . . A beautiful and startling piece, beginning naturalistically before shifting gear into something
magical, spiritual and touching . . . A play that keeps you marveling to the end.rdquo; Telegraphldquo;Wondrous,
hilarious and heartbreakingrdquo; IndependentAbout the AuthorKatori Hall is an American playwright, journalist, and
actress from Memphis, Tennessee. Hall s plays include her Olivier Award-winning Broadway debut, The Mountaintop
(Bernard B. Jacobs Theatre); her Off-Broadway plays Our Lady of Kibeho (Irene Diamond Stage), Hoodoo Love
(Cherry Lane Theatre), and her Susan Smith Blackburn Prize-winning Hurt Village (Romulus Linney Courtyard); and
her regional plays Blood Quilt (Arena Stage), Pussy Valley (Mixed Blood Theatre), Children of Killers (Castillo
Theatre), Remembrance (Women s Project Theater), Saturday Night/Sunday Morning (Prologue Theatre), and
WHADDABLOODCLOT!!! (Williamstown Theatre). Her awards include Kate Neal Kinley and NY FA Fellowships;
Southern Writers Bryan Family, Lorraine Hansberry Playwriting, Otto Rene Castillo, Columbia University John Jay,
and Otis Guernsey New Voices Playwriting Awards, and two Lecomte du Nouy Prizes from Lincoln Center. Hall s
journalism has appeared in The New Y ork Times, The Boston Globe, UK s The Guardian, Essence, and The
Commercia Appeal, including contributing reporting for Newsweek.



