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Raymond A. Wolf : The Lost Villages of Scituate (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lost Villages of Scituate (Images of America): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Okay book. Boring tour.By Erin AchenbachBuy the book if this 
subject interests you. But for the love of god, skip the 'tour' Raymond offers. It's a bus ride with his mothers bad poetry 
being uncomfortably read to you over a PA system. Pointing at rocks where something USED to be, from a block 
away. He's very knowledgable on the subject, it's just not well suited to a tour.1 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Archive of a lost communityBy CustomerThe book has a poem written by someone who had to leave 
their town due to a dam/ watershed being built. It has photos of the 5 towns that were flooded.

In 1915, the general assembly appointed the Providence Water Supply Board to condemn 14,800 acres of land in rural 
Scituate. The hardworking people of the five villages were devastated. By December 1916, notices were delivered to 
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the villagers stating that the homes and land they had owned for generations were to be taken and destroyed. 
Construction was well under way by 1921, and water was being stored by November 10, 1925. On September 30, 
1926, the treatment plant began operation. It now serves more than 60 percent of Rhode Islanders. The $21 million 
project was the largest ever undertaken in the state at the time. The dam that annihilated the villages is 3,200 feet long 
and 100 feet high and holds back more than 40 billion gallons of water. Today these quiet villages lie up to 87 feet 
beneath the cold, dark waters of the Scituate Reservoir.

About the AuthorRaymond A. Wolf is a native of Scituate and member of the Scituate Preservation Society. His 
mother was born and lived in Rockland, one of the lost villages. Through her stories and extensive research at the 
Providence Water Supply Archives, he has compiled volumes of information on the lost villages. 


