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Beth Henley : The Jacksonian: A Play  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Jacksonian: A Play: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Henley and the EccentricBy maryBeth Henley, in the Jacksonian, 
gives life to the the southern eccentric in the tradition of Flannery O'Connor. You seldom find this gift in a playwright.

In The Jacksonian, Beth Henley returns to the Southern Gothic storytelling that made her reputation with both critics 
and audiences. Set in a seedy motel in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1964, the play centers around Rosy, a troubled 
teenager, and Bill, her dentist father who has been living at the motel for several months as his wife, Susan, considers 
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the disgrace of divorce. Fred, the motel bartender, and Eva, a waitress, are locked in a gruesome pact: hersquo;ll marry 
her if she agrees to help him evade punishment for a hideous crime. But Bill, turning to nitrous oxide to ease the pain 
of his life collapsing around him, is a convenient target for Evarsquo;s desperate desire for companionship. At the 
height of the violence associated with the civil rights movement, these characters gradually reveal the shameful secrets 
and psychological turmoil just beneath the surface of their insistent Southern gentility.

ldquo;You see, Ms. Henley isnrsquo;t flirting with the clicheacute;s of Southern Gothic and pulp fiction. Shersquo;s 
embracing them with such ardor that she squeezes new life out of them. The result is her most entertaining work since 
she won the Pulitzer Prize and the Tony Award for Crimes of the Heart three decades ago.rdquo;mdash; Ben Brantley, 
New York Timesnbsp; 


