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Wilfrid Sheed : The House That George Built: With a Little Help from Irving, Cole, and a Crew of About Fifty
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The House That
George Built: With aLittle Help from Irving, Cole, and a Crew of About Fifty:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Broadway songsin all their gloryBy daltonknoxGrew up listening to
the songs of the jazz eraand Sheed isjust the sort of writer to make you want to hear them all again. So fire up


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0015DWK36

Y outube and revel init al from Jerome Kern's "They didn't believe me" in 1915 to Stephen Sondheim or whoever you
think closed the curtain on this great American repertoire.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. So much
American Musical historyBy cybergidgetl loved this book and read it several years ago. It isfull of history and
American music came from tin can alley to Broadway shows. | loaned it to a co-worker and he never got it back to me.
I think I am going to have buy it again. If you love those early songs by our American composers, you will thoroughly
enjoy thisone. Just don't loan it out. There is a notable story about the Gershwins and their song "Our Love..." George
wrote the music. Irawrote the words. The words to the song are Irds tribute to his brother who died so very young.4 of
4 people found the following review helpful. Awful Disappointment - Skip 1tBy Boomer WomanThis book is the most
poorly written and organized book I've read in along time. It does not nearly meet the expectations from the
description. The author's undeserved ego gets in the way throughout the book. | thought that would only bein the
foreward, but the same style carries through each chapter. Thereisvery little information on each composer and it is
quite repetitive. In most chaptersit is difficult to discern much of a point. The rambling, uninteresting, tiresome style
is more reminiscent of Andy Rooney expounding on 60 Minutes. I'd give it zero starsif that was possible. After
reading the completely engaging and engrossing Girls Like Us, about singer-songwriters of the '60s - Carole King,

Joni Mitchell, and Carly Simon, | thought this would be an equally interesting treat to read about such stellar
songwriters. My husband and | read this book for a couples book group and both agreed It was a deep disappointment
and a complete waste of time and money.

From Irving Berlin to Cy Coleman, from Idquo;Alexanderrsguo;s Ragtime Bandrdquo; to Idquo;Big Spender,rdquo;
from Tin Pan Alley to the MGM soundstages, the Golden Age of the American song embodied all that was cool, sexy,
and sophisticated in popular culture. For four glittering decades, geniuses like Jerome Kern, George Gershwin, Cole
Porter, and Harold Arlen ran their fingers over piano keys, enticing unforgettable melodies out of thin air. Critically
acclaimed writer Wilfrid Sheed uncovered the legends, mingled with the greats, and gossiped with the insiders. Now
hersquo;s crafted a dazzling, authoritative history of the erathat |dquo;tripled the worldrsguo;s total supply of singable
tunes.rdquo; It began when immigrantsin New Y orkrsgquo;s Lower East Side heard black jazz and bluesndash;and it
surged into an artistic torrent nothing short of miraculous. Broke but eager, 1zzy Baline transformed himself into
Irving Berlin, married an heiress, and embarked on a string of hits from Idquo;Alwaysrdquo; to ldquo;Cheek to
Cheek.rdquo; Berlinrsquo;s spiritual godson George Gershwin, in his brief but incandescent career, straddled Tin Pan
Alley and Carnegie Hall, charming everyonein his orbit. Possessed of a world-class ego, Gershwin was also generous,
exciting, and utterly original. Half a century later, Gershwin love songs like ldquo; Someone to Watch Over Me,rdquio;
Idquo; The Man | Love,rdquo; and ldguo;Love Is Here to Stayrdquo; are as tender and moving as ever.Sheed also
illuminates the unique gifts of the great jazz songsters Hoagy Carmichael and Duke Ellington, conjuring up the
circumstances of their creativity and bringing back the thrill of what it was like to hear [dquo;Georgiaon My
Mindrdqguo; or Idguo;Mood Indigordquo; for the first time. The Golden Age of song sparked creative breakthroughsin
both Broadway musicals and splashy Hollywood extravaganzas. Sheed vividly recounts how Cole Porter, Richard
Rodgers, Jerome Kern, and Johnny Mercer spread the melodic wealth to stage and screen.Popular music was, writes
Sheed, Idquo;far and away our greatest contribution to the worldrsgquo;s art supply in the so-called American
Century.rdquo; Sheed hung out with some of the great artists while they were still writingndash;and better than
anyone, he knows great music, its shimmer, bite, and exuberance. Sparkling with wit, insight, and the grace notes of
wonderful songs, The House That George Built is a heartfelt, intensely personal portrait of an unforgettable era. A
delightfully charming, funny, and most illuminating portrait of songwriters and the Golden Age of American Popular
Song. Mr. Sheedrsquo;s carefully chosen depictions and anecdotes recapture that amazingly creative period, a moment
intime in which | was so fortunate to be surrounded by all that magic.rdquo;ndash;Margaret WhitingFrom the
Hardcover edition.



