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Edward S. Morse : Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings (Tuttle Classics)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings (Tuttle 
Classics): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. "Japanese Homes and their Surroundings"- a review by Rich Saylor, 
ArchitectBy RichA nice companion book to others, such as "The Japanese Bath", by Bruce Smith. This Dover edition 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005D7V6EE


is a reprint of a book written in the 1880's, and so giving a truly authentic representation of the styles of old Japan, 
uninfluenced by Western concepts. To compare the descriptions and sketches of this book with modern books on the 
subject is very educational,at the least. There is also a very good glossary of Japanese terms/words in the back; such 
translations of Japanese words are not often found in most books on Japanese architecture, and are very helpful for 
those wishing to have a good understanding of the ideas represented in traditional Japanese residential architecture. 
Very good reading, and wonderful sketches!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Mixed feelings...content 
vs quality.By SibyllaFive stars for the content, 3 stars for the poor quality of the scanned pages in my copy, sonsplit 
the difference for a 4 star score. I'm a fast reader, and I actually have to go in with a fine tip pen and write in the words 
so I can read faster than a snail's pace. Its really frustrating, and it has been mentioned, so I was expecting it to some 
extent. I'm hoping a mid-range review will encourage someone to make better scans/copies in the future. I'd be willing 
to pay a little more for a more readable book.All that being said, there's a lot of info in here...maybe a bit dry for some, 
but the architect/interior designer in me loved the first hand accounting and the sketches.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. A tale of two worldsBy Kindle Customer Francis BoothAn evocation of the simplicity of the 
domestic buildings, and the immediacy of nature in the Pacific islands dwellings, with scornful commentary on the 
design of the house of the western world. All very relevant as we, including east Asia, must learn to live so much more 
simply in a world of scarcity. and written by a western man of his time who obviously loves the Japan before the Meiji 
revolution transformed Japan.

Morse's publication is an idea book par excellence. hellip; Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings is likely to 
continue to be a valued resource for some time to come."mdash;David and Michiko YoungFirst published in 1886, this 
classic review of the Japanese house and garden remains an authoritative description of the architecture of the 
traditional Japanese home. The work of Edward S. Morse, a groundbreaking and imaginative inventor, academic, 
author and museum curator, this edition of Japanese Homes and Their Surroundings features an introduction by David 
and Michiko Young placing the book in its historical context and explaining its continued relevance.Containing over 
300 detailed illustrations and revealing important historical and cultural sources, Japanese Homes and Their 
Surroundings is a time-tested resource for architects and landscape designers alike. Chapters include:House 
ConstructionCarpenters' Tools and AppliancesCity and Country HousesTearoomsPortable ScreensHousehold 
ShrinesVestibule and HallFlowersBridgesViews of Private GardensHouses of the Aino

From the Back CoverMore than three hundred detailed illustrations by the author provide accurate information on 
types of houses, interiors of both ordinary and teahouse rooms, floor plans, roof detailing, methods of structure and 
construction, gardens, decorations, tools, furniture, and fittings.About the AuthorEdward S. Morse, (1838ucirc;1925) a 
zoology professor from Maine, helped introduce modern scientific methods and thinking to the study of zoology, 
biology, sociology and archaeology at Tokyo University. He was awarded the (Second Degree) Order of the Sacred 
Treasure and the Order of the Rising Sun by the Japanese government. 


