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Amy Sylvester Katoh : Japan the Art of Living  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Japan the Art of Living: 

37 of 37 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Sourcebook for Japanese Interior DesignBy Walter O. 
KoenigRegardless if you want to have a Japanese Tea Room, a Japanese touch, or just like looking at great 
photographs of Interior Design, you should buy this book.I normally don't like books which take elements from one 
Style, in this case Japanese, and then adapt it for Western use, but here it works very well, thanks to superb and 
tasteful examples. The authors are also very up-front about it, as the sub-title which does not appear on the cover is "A 
Sourcebook of Japanese Style for the Western Home".In hundreds of excellent photographs we are shown in sections 
with such titles as: "Light and Space", "Traditional Furniture" and "Japanese Textiles" just how easy it is to give rooms 
and areas of your home a Japanese touch or feel. I personally like the Style very much because it is subdued, almost 
austere, yet elegant, and makes much use of natural materials. The book is full of really clever examples of what one 
can do with space, and the best part is, that for the most part it can be done without great expense. The list of sources 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0088Q9ZCC


of where to buy materials at the end of the book is unfortunately out of date. The copy of the book I have was 
published in 1990, but many sources should be readily available on the Internet.Along with the excellent book 
"Japanese Style" by Suzanne Slesin, et.al. (at the time of writing out of print), "Japan: The Art of Living" is all you'll 
need to go Japanese. And lastly before I forget, the price is right.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy GracieI love the Japanese culture and so this book thrilled me. I sometimes leaf through it for soothing 
ideas.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good clean copyBy CustomerExactly what we required. Good 
clean copy.

Gain insight into both modern and Japanese styles with this stunning Japanese interior design book.The Japanese 
traditional house defines Japanese style. The Japanese, however, being a practical and resourceful people, do not so 
limit themselves. They know that there are times when the spirit breaks the bounds of quiet simplicity.In more than 
300 beautiful photographs of the homes of both Westerners and Japanese, this book presents the art of living with 
Japanese style, offering exciting new ideas and inspiration for all. Exquisite homes in the Tokyo area, focusing on 
original and attractive use of Japanese antiques and folk crafts, are showcased. Also included is the latest information 
on antique markets and hints for where to see the art of livingmdash;in galleries, textile and craft shops, and 
restaurants.

.com Longtime Japan resident Amy Sylvester Katoh and photographer Shin Kimura have created a fascinating and 
educational masterpiece in Japan: The Art of Living. More than 300 pictures of rooms, furniture, table arrangements, 
stylish windows, and more enliven its pages as they guide the reader on a "photographic tour of exquisite homes in the 
Tokyo area, focusing on ... antiques and folk crafts." Katoh counsels readers to break free from some of the rules that 
govern Japanese style and design and experiment with their own brand of panache--or Japanache, as Katoh calls it. 
Instead of simply cataloging stylish homes, the author presents a design element, such as tansu chests, with a dozen 
options and alternatives, providing both ancient ideas and their modern updates. In addition to the superb photos and 
engaging text, there is also an index of places to buy the featured antiques, textiles, washi paper, screens, and other 
items, both in Japan and in 11 states in the U.S. If you were a fan of Japanese design before, this book will make you a 
fanatic. --Jhana BachFrom Library JournalThese books provide a window on a wonderful aspect of Japan--its 
domestic culture. While Ueda pinpoints the essence of traditional culture through architecture--in an ably translated 
version of a best seller (300,000 copies) in Japan--Katoh and Kimura take us inside homes in a feast for the eyes. The 
diffuse light of Kimura's photos of andon (a traditional lighting fixture) and other objects is true to life. With first-rate 
photography and honest sociology, these two engrossing views of Japanese life go well together. Librarians may want 
to purchase both books for cultural collection building; Katoh and Kimura's should be purchased where there is 
interior design interest. Highly recommended.- Mike Heines, USAF Rome Air Development Ctr., N.Y.Copyright 1990 
Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorAmy Sylvester Katoh, a longtime resident of Japan, is well known 
for her work with textiles, particularly traditional blue and white fabrics, which are featured in her boutique Blue 
White in Azabu Juban, Tokyo. She is dedicated to preserving Japan's craft tradition, traveling throughout the country 
in search of the finest works of both traditional and modern craftsmen. 


