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Marcia Iwatate : Japan Houses: Ideas for the 21st Century  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Japan Houses: Ideas for the 21st Century: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. BlahBy El JalapaI describe this book as blah. Those that produced it 
need not be offended, just greatly improve it as you are capable of doing so.2 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Old...By Henriette ElsThis books needs a refresh.Was disappointed. Guess I should have checked the 
publication date.Think there are better books out there re this topic.3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Good ideas, but not for everybodyBy Dushan HanuskaThis book features 26 different architectural ideas from Japan. 
Unfortunately, the ideas presented are quite unique and not quite to my taste. I prefer things and designs to be more 
practical for everyday life, rather than marvels of aesthetics and futuristic design. I was a bit disappointed. I expected 
more from this book when I purchased it. Nonetheless, it will be a great coffee table book.

This Japanese architecture and design book is a wonderful source of new styles and ideas for those looking to add a 
distinctively Zen flair to their home. Limited spaces, unlimited technology, a tradition of innovation, and sheer 
Japanese panache have combined to inspire the 26 stunning homes featured in Japan Houses. Conceived by 24 of 
Japan's leading architects and designers, each of the houses forecasts and defines a new trend in residential 
architecture, reinventing the meaning and use of space, material, and function. Traditional lifestyles are challenged, 
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domestic functions such as cooking and entertaining are moved out of the house into the public domain, while laptops 
bring work back in. Zen minimalist is juxtaposed with comfortable opulence, time-honored workmanship is coupled 
with exciting new materials, resulting in a recognizable style that belongs to Japan, reflecting its culture and 
craftsmanship, while at the same time being avant-garde and international. The spirit of each of these astonishing 
houses is captured in beautiful photographs, plans and commentary.


