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The study of quality of urban life involves both an objective approach to analysis using spatially aggregated secondary
data and a subjective approach using unit record survey data whereby people provide subjective evaluations of QOL
domains. This book provides a comprehensive overview of theoretical perspectives on QOUL and methodol ogical
approaches to research design to investigate QOUL and measure QOL dimensions. It incorporates empirical
investigations into QOUL in arange of cities across the world.

From the reviews:|dquo; The book is an authoritative collection of essays that provides a valuable introduction to the
field of research on QOUL, identifies key conceptual and methodological issues, and presents a number of well-
written and informative empirical case studies that together illustrate the value and relevance of the research for the
citizens of our contemporary urban world.rdquo; (Michael Pacione, Journal of Regional Science, Vol. 52 (2),
2012)From the Back CoverThis volume synthesizes past and current, international research on the quality of urban
life. It emphasizes the contributions of the urban environment to the overall well-being of residents living in urban
areas ranging in scale from small cities and their hinterlands to metropolitan regions. The term urban environment
refers to the socio-physical aspects of urban living ranging from individual dwellings and neighborhoods to public
services (i.e. transportation, rubbish collection, etc.) to neighbors and community organizations. The work emphasizes
not only perceptions of and behaviors within urban environments but the actual conditionsto which individuals are
responding. The research covers both the subjective and behavioral aspects of urban living as well as the objective
conditions which drive them.Drawing on collaborative research with a broad group of researchersin avariety of
settings around the world, the book incorporates theoretical and methodol ogical approaches to the conceptualizing and
measuring of quality of life. It covers research designs that are based on both the analysis and modeling of aggregate
secondary data and on thenbsp;collection, analysis and modeling of primary survey data on subjective urban quality of
life.About the AuthorRobert W. Marans is aresearch professor at the Institute for Social Research and a professor
emeritus of architecture and urban planning in the Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning at the
University of Michigan. During the past 30 years, Dr. Marans has conducted eval uative studies and research dealing
with various aspects of communities, neighborhoods, housing, and parks and recreation and recreational facilities. His
research has focused on user regquirements and the manner in which attributes of the physical and sociocultural
environments influence individual and group behavior and the quality of community life. Much of Dr. Marans
research has been in the context of urban areas. His current research considers the impact of the built and natural
environments on quality of life, the role of neighborhood in the health of Detroit residents, and issues of sustainability
in the workplace. The latter examines the human aspects of energy conservation and sustainability at the University of
Michigan.Maransis aregistered architect and is active in recreation planning and policy in southeastern Michigan. He
is acharter member and president of the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation commission and commissioner of
the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA), the governing body responsible for the planning, development,
and operations of the metroparks throughout Southeastern Michigan. He serves on the board of the Michigan Land
Use Ingtitute, and is a trustee of the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy. He has also been a trustee of the Washtenaw
Land Trust and served on the executive committee of the University of Michigan's Transportation Research Institute
and the University's Center for Local, State, and Urban Policy. Dr. Marans is the author or co-author of 7 books and
more than 100 articles and technical reports. He has lectured extensively throught the US and in Europe, Asia, South
Africa, Brazil and the Middle East.nbsp;



