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Don Edgers : Fox Island  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Fox Island: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fox IslandBy RedcedarLots of good photos, a few of which were 
really important to this old guy. We had a beach place on Ketner Point, so the pictures of the old "City of Steilacoom" 
were really nice. I do miss those days, long gone now. The book is well written, nicely published. Well done.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Magical Fox IslandBy Jenny L.Great book on the history of Fox Island 
Washington. Just moved to the island and have enjoyed learning about my new home.

Fox Island has had as wide a variety of names as inhabitants over its long and diverse history. The island was named 
for American lieutenant John L. Fox, who was with the 1841 Wilkes Expedition. However, it was first known as Bu 
Teu by the Native Americans who used the island for burials and potlatches, and it was later named Rosario by the 
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Spanish in the 1770s. It served as a temporary Native American reservation after the Indian War of 1856, and later 
supported a large dogfish processing business and, from 1884 to 1910, a brick-manufacturing company. The island's 
1890s community of Sylvan contained a school, a store, a dock, a vacation lodge, and a waterfront church. In 1954, a 
bridge replaced the ferry to Fox Island. Today the U.S. Navy has an acoustic laboratory on the island, and two large 
church buildings have been built. Perhaps the most famous resident of the island was Washington's first female 
governor, Dixy Lee Ray.


