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Gustave Moreau, Odilon Redon, and Maurice Denis (Art Reference Collection):

The first comprehensive, scholarly sourcebook/research guide/bibliography on the major French Symbolists painters,
thiswork includes nearly 3,000 entries covering avariety of materials. Each artist receives a primary and secondary
bibliography with many annotated entries. Art works, personal names, and subject indexes facilitate easy access. The
volumeis designed for art historians, art students, museum and gallery curators, and others interested in this major art
style of the last half of the 19th century and the first quarter of the 20th century. Art museums and art librariesin both
the United States and abroad were gleaned for sources. Thisis a unique and substantial research tool.Symbolism is one
of the most difficult art movements to define. Its primary meaning is the representation of things by symbols, by the
imaginative suggestion of dreams and the subconscious through symbolic allusion and luxuriant decoration. The
writings of Charles Baudelaire on the arts powerfully influenced the aesthetic theories of Symbolist artists and critics
from 1860-1900, much as Baudelaire's poetics were the root of Symbolist literature. The Symbolist work, be it
painting or poem, is above al personal and revelatory, precious not commonplace, reflecting and evoking ajourney of
the imagination. French Symbolist artists explored this style, attitude, and atmosphere from the 1880s to the early
twentieth century. This sourcebook organizes biographical, historical, and critical information on four major French
Symbolist artists: Pierre Puvis de Chavannes (1824-98), Gustave Moreau (1826-98), Odilon Redon (1840-1916), and
Maurice Denis (1870-1943). The first three artists are recognized as originators of the movement. Denisisregarded as
Symbolist's foremost theorist and profoundly religious practitioner. Although al four artists have been the focus of
major retrospective exhibitions since 1990, no comprehensive sourcebook/bibliography exists.

"Clement...offers another admirable sourcebook...Readers interested in only one of the artists should examine the
entire book, since the materials and topics overlap. For serious art collections, and for dyed-in-the-wool devotees of
late-19th- and early-20th-century art history."-Choice?Clement...offers another admirable sourcebook...Readers
interested in only one of the artists should examine the entire book, since the materials and topics overlap. For serious
art collections, and for dyed-in-the-wool devotees of late-19th- and early-20th-century art history.?-ChoiceFrom the
PublisherClement...offers another admirable sourcebook...Readers interested in only one of the artists should examine
the entire book, since the materials and topics overlap. For serious art collections, and for dyed-in-the-wool devotees
of late-19th- and early-20th-century art history.About the AuthorRUSSELL T. CLEMENT is Reference Services
Coordinator, Humanities, John C. Hodges Library, The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. His previous books
include Georges Brague: A Bio-Bibliography (1994), Les Fauves. A Sourcebook (1994), and Paul Gauguin: A Bio-
Bibliography (1991), all published by Greenwood Press. He is also the author of two exhibition catalogues and
numerous journal articles and reviews.



