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Erica M. Nielsen : Folk Dancing (The American Dance Floor)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Folk Dancing (The American Dance Floor): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Email to author from Dr. Jerry Duke (posted with permission)By 
Erica NielsenDear Erica,I just read most of your book and I am impressed with your research, organization, and 
writing style. It is very comfortable to read and covers a variety of folk dance styles. I have read many folk dance 
books. This is one of the best.Jerry Duke, Ph.D., retired Professor of Dance Ethnology and former Chair of the Dance 
Department at San Francisco State University0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent!By 
Catherine BennettGiven as a gift. Excellent!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A mirror of American 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005FWH6KU


social lifeBy R HoustonNot the usual dance "cookbook," Erica's book relates what we know as folk dancing to the 
larger American dance scene and, for those who can see it, to American social life. Her book will surprise and teach 
you, no matter how long or how widely you have danced.Erica conducted wide-ranging research into primary and 
secondary historical sources. She thereby firmly grounded the folk dance movement in the context of the 19th and 
20th century physical education movement, the playgrounds and recreation movement, Henry Ford's dance revival 
movement, the women's education movement, and the waves of immigration that enriched America's shores.Fast 
forward 25 years: Erica also describes the splintering of the folk dance movement into square dance, contra dance, 
Balkan dance, and other specializations, just as American society has splintered and specialized.People naturally and 
frequently ask us, "Where did folk dancing come from? When did folk dancing start?" Erica has provided the most 
comprehensive answer to those questions, yet.--The Society of Folk Dance Historians (sofdh at org)

This overview of folk dancing in the United States showcases an important historical movement and explains how folk 
dance communities evolved to fulfill the needs of specific groups of people over time.bull; Presents information based 
upon hundreds of candid interviews and informal conversations with folk dancers across the countrybull; Provides a 
timeline of dance trends in North America as related to the folk dance movementbull; Features diagrams of dance 
formations such as square dance, quadrilles, and contra dance as well as illustrations showing dance positions and 
community dance events from pre-20th century sourcesbull; Presents original photographs and images collected from 
interviewees to illustrate different facets of recreational dance communitiesbull; Contains a bibliography of resources 
that covers a broad scope of folk dance history as well as specific recreational communities bull; Includes a glossary of 
commonly used folk dance terms


