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Ernest Flagg : Flagg's Small Houses: Their Economic Design and Construction, 1922 (Dover Architecture) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Flagg's Small Houses: 
Their Economic Design and Construction, 1922 (Dover Architecture): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Principles of Small House Design and Frank Lloyd WrightBy Rood 
AnderssonFlagg's book, Small Houses, was in the library of architect Frank Lloyd Wright (to this day the volume 
remains in the WWPeters Library at Taliesin West).Several of the concepts illustrated by Flagg were used by Wright 
in his designs for the Usonian House beginning in 1932. For instance ... natural ventilation through high ceiling vents. 
Wright was familiar with the concept of natural ventilation, as illustrated in the original kitchen and milk tower at 
Taliesin of 1911, but Flagg's 1922 book seems to have prompted Wright to make the tall, massive chimney-like 
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kitchen and bathroom mass a prominent feature of the Usonian House.Additionally, the origin of Wright's artistic use 
of concrete and stone walls, termed "desert masonry", used abundantly at Taliesin West and elsewhere, beginning in 
1939, undoubtedly originated with Flagg.Rood0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy WNI 
really enjoyed this book, it covered a broad range of interesting topics to do with homebuilding and some construction 
methods. The book was written a long time ago but lessons can still be learned especially about modular construction. 
Plus the drawings are very beautiful pen and ink renderings. The houses are all timeless and well designed, beautiful 
while practical. I enjoyed this book because I like smaller houses that have character and charm and are smartly built 
to reduce wasted material and money. I hoped to learn some tried and true design lessons from the past that may have 
been forgotten or not taught today. This is by no means a technical book though it is inspirational and offers good 
content.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of my favorite books on architecture.By Rick MagleyIf 
you're at all interested in architecture, this books offers a unique study of one of the greats, Earnest Flagg. His 
innovative and efficient building methods impress me still today and many of the homes he built are still in service. I 
highly recommend this book.

A celebrated New York architect and designer of the city's fabled Singer Building, Ernest Flagg (1857-1947) was most 
famous for his skyscrapers. But Flagg was also an ardent proponent of the well-designed single-family dwelling. As 
this classic treatise illustrates, he devised a variety of structural economies and ingenious innovations.Filled with 526 
blueprints, photographs, and other illustrations, Flagg's Small Houses embraces modular designs, the use of ridge-
dormers, and saving space, materials, and costs. Flagg offers advice on every corner of the home, from the 
practicalities of plumbing and heating to the aesthetics of color choices and landscaping designs. Modern designers, 
both professional and amateur, will find this book a timeless source of advice and inspiration.


